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Survey analysis of the state of doctoral studies in
Serbia — the views of PhD candidates
This survey on the state of doctoral studies in the Republic of Serbia in 2014
was conducted by the Association of PhD students and young researchers of
Serbia (Doktoranti Srbije). Doktoranti Srbije is a national association of PhD
students from both state and private universities in Serbia. The association has
contact with more than 1,200 doctoral students from almost every university in
Serbia. The largest number of contacts, which can be seen through the survey that
has been conducted since 2010, come from the three largest state universities,
which also have the largest number of accredited places in doctoral studies: the
University of Belgrade, University of Novi Sad, and the University of Nis.
The first survey on the state of doctoral studies in Serbia was launched in
2010 as our response to, and an attempt to draw attention to, the problems that PhD
students are facing, especially those who are studying under the so-called new
Bologna PhD programs. The survey had a very good response rate right from the
start: in 2010 we surveyed 335 doctoral students, in 2011 567 doctoral students, 625
doctoral students in 2012/13, and in 2014 we surveyed 447 doctoral students. It is
important to mention that in 2011 and 2012/13 we had support from the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technological Development, who forwarded our survey to all
doctoral student receiving state stipends from the Ministry. It is thus clear that our
survey reached the best doctoral candidates at all universities in Serbia and that the
results would certainly be worse (more alarming) with a larger sample.
The results of the survey conducted by Doktoranti Srbije can be found on the
website of the organization, www.doktoranti.org.rs. Through these survey results it is
possible to see how some questions have been added and some have evolved over
time. The first survey conducted in 2010 was modeled on a survey conducted by the
University of Zagreb in 2007 and 2008 for their internal needs. We owe special
gratitude to the former vice rector of the University of Zagreb and present
chairperson of EUA-CDE prof. Dr. Melita Kovacevic.

6

Survey analysis of the state of doctoral studies in Republic of Serbia 2014

Question 1 - University affiliation
University*of*Belgrade*(UB)** *
163$
University*of*Novi*Sad*(UNS)* *
136$
University*od*Niš*(UNI)*
*
**43#
University*of*Kragujevac*(UKG)**
**76#
University*of*Arts*Belgrade*(UABG)*******21#
Private(universi,es(( (
(
((((8!
!
!
!
TOTAL:!!!
447!

UB
UKG

UNS
UABG

UNI
Private UNI

Question 2 - Faculty name
PhD$candidates$responding$to$this$survey$are$students$at$the$following$facul7es:!
!
Fakultet(tehničkin(nauka(Novi(
Sad$

Građevinsko,arhitektnonski/
fakultet(Niš(

Mašinski(fakultet(Beograd(

Građevinski+fakultet+Subo3ca+

Poljoprivredni,fakultet,Novi,Sad,

Biološki'fakultet'Beograd'

Prirodno'matema,čki/fakultet/
Novi%Sad%

Tehnološki*fakultet*Novi*Sad*

Filozofski)fakultet)Novi)Sad)
Filozofski)fakultet)Niš)
Prirodno'matema,čki/fakultet/
Kragujevac*
Elektortehnički,fakultet,Niš,
Mašinski(fakultet(Kragujevac(

Univerzitet)umetnos.)

Filozofski)fakultet)Beograd)
Medicinski)fakultet)Beograd)
Stomatološki*fakultet*Beograd*
Šumarski)fakultet)Beograd)
Medicinski)fakultet)Niš)

Elektortehnički,fakultet,Beograd,

Tehnološko)metalurški0fakultet0
Beograd(

Tehnološki*fakultet*Niš*

Ekonomski(fakultet(Niš(

Prirodno'matema,čki/fakultet/
Niš$

Fakultet(sporta(i(ﬁzičkog(
vaspitanja)Niš)

Mašinski(fakultet(Niš(

Pravni'fakultet'Beograd'

Geografski+fakultet+Beograd+

Medicinski)fakultet)Kragujevac)
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Fakultet(organizacionih(nauka(
Ekonomski(fakultet(Subo1ca(
Pravni'fakultet'Niš'
Beograd(
Fakultet(za(ﬁzičku(hemiju(
Fakultet(veterinarske(medicine(
Poljoprivredni,fakultet,Beograd,
Beograd!
Beograd(
Fakultet(dramskih(umetnos1(
Beograd(
Hemijski(fakultet(Beograd(
Fakultet(sporta(i(ﬁzičkog(
vaspitanja)Beograd)

Ins$tut'Vinča'Beograd'
Fakultet(bezbednos/(Beograd(
Fakultet(za(primenjenu(ekologiju(
FUTURA&Singidunum&Beograd&

Filološko'umetnički.fakultet.
Kragujevac*
Fakultet(za(poslovnu(ekonomije(
EDUKONS(Novi(Sad(
Fakultet(inženjerskih(nauka(
Kragujevac*

Matema&čki*fakultet*Beograd*

Ins$tut'za'biološka'istraživanja'
Siniša&Stanković&Beograd&

Fakultet(veterinarske(medicine(

Tehnički(fakultet(u(Boru(

Farmaceutski,fakultet,Beograd,

Filološki'fakultet'Beograd'

Fakultet(sporta(i(ﬁzičkog(
vaspitanja)Novi)Sad)

Tehnološki*fakultet*Novi*Sad*

Fakultet(za(specijalnu(edukaciju(i(
rehabilitaciju,UB,Beograd,

Tehnološki*fakultet*UNI*Leskovac*

Lola%ins)tu%Beograd%

Fakultet(poli,čkih(nauka(Beograd(

Farmacetski+fakultet+Beograd!

Saobraćajni*fakultet*Beograd*

Agronomski*fakultet*UKG*Čačak

Fakultet(za(ﬁziku(Beograd(
Rudarsko)geološki/fakultet/
Beograd(
Ekonomski(fakultet(Kragujevac(

Fakultet(organizacionih(nauka(
Beograd(

Fakultet(za(poslove(studije(i(
pravo&UNION&Beograd&

Question 3 - What is the scientific field of your PhD studies
/ research?
Natural sciences
Engineering sciences
Arts
Social Sciences and Humanities
Medical Sciences
Interdisciplinary
TOTAL

88
173
16
115
32
23
447

Natural Sci.
Arts
Medical Sci

Engineering
SSH
Interdisciplinary Sci
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Question 4 - Year of enrollment in doctoral studies
2014%% %
%%13#
2013%% %
%%73#
2012$$ $
$$86#
2011$ $
$$80#
2010$$ $
$$85#
2009$$ $
$$57#
2008$$ $
$$37#
2007$$ $
$$14#
before&2007&& &&&&2!
TOTAL% %%%%%%%%%%%%%447!

Question 5 - Did you have a break during doctoral studies?
In response to this question 41 doctoral candidate, or just over 9% of all surveyed
doctoral candidates, responded “yes”, with the most frequent reason cited for the
break being pregnancy. From these responses it is possible to conclude that female
PhDs more often make a break during PhD studies than their male counterparts.
Unfortunately, as this year’s survey did not ask respondents to report their gender,
we can’t precisely determine the relationship between male and female students who
take a break during their doctoral studies.
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Question 6 - The year of PhD studies in which you are
currently enrolled
I"year"" """
II"year"""
III"year"""
*other'''''
!!!!!!!!Total!

""66"
104$
257$
''20#
447!

* "Other" generally includes PhD students who, at the time of completing the survey, were in the final
stages of their doctoral dissertation or were enrolled in doctoral studies as “megister” (old system).

As can be seen from the graphs above, there is currently an accumulation of
doctoral students in their third year of study. Many doctoral candidates “renew” the
3rd year since they couldn’t fulfill all requirements of their PhD program in 3 years.
Transition from the “old PhD system” (under which a doctoral degree usually takes
about 6-7 years to complete) to the new PhD system has yet to be completed in
Serbia, and realistically current PhD candidates usually fulfill all requirements in 4-6
years, depending on the faculty.

Question 7 - How many ECTS credits have you earned to
date?
This question was answered by 296 doctoral candidates, which is around 66% of the
surveyed sample. The average number of ECTS credits scored by surveyed doctoral
candidates is 96. But of particular interest is that 34% respondents didn’t respond to
the question or didn’t know how many ECTS credits they earned so far.
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Question 8 - Do you think the ECTS credit system is
adequate for doctoral studies?
Yes, it is very good
Yes, it is good
I don’t know
No, it is not good
No, it is not adequate for doctoral studies
TOTAL

Yes, it is very good
I don't know
No, it is not adequate for doctoral studies

19
96
131
99
102
447

Yes, it is good
No, it is not good

From this question, we can conclude that almost half of the respondents consider
that the ECTS system is not adequate or it is not good for doctoral studies. 29%
have no opinion on this issue and only a quarter thought that the ECTS system is
good for doctoral studies. These results are in line with the general trend of
abandoning or making optional the ECTS credit system at leading Western Europe
universities.
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Teaching activities
Question 9 - What is your teaching load for bachelor and
master studies?
Over 20h of lessons per week
From 14 to 20h of lessons per week
From 8 to 13h of lessons per week
Less than 8h of lessons per week
I do not participate in teaching
TOTAL

21
47
102
71
206
447

Over 20h
From 8 to 13h
I do not teach

From 14 to 20h
Less than 8h

What we found alarming here is that 16% of
doctoral candidates hold more than 14 hours
of lessons per week, of which 5% hold more
than 20 hours per week, exceeding both legal
norms and realistic human capabilities to
prepare and teach high quality lessons at the
university level. The following question
addresses the consequences of such high
teaching loads on students’ academic work
and dissertation writing.

Question 10 - If you participate
in teaching, to what extent does
it affect your research?

1

2

3

4

Of the 241 doctoral candidates that participate
in teaching, 233 responded to the question of
if teaching obligations affect their research.
Answers were given on a scale of 1 to 5, with
1 indicating that teaching greatly and
negatively impacts a student’s research, and
5 indicating that teaching does not greatly
affect their research.
!
!
!
!
!
!

1!#!!
!!70#
2!#!!
!!52#
3!#!!
!!57#
4!#!!
!!30#
5!#!!
!!24#
TOTAL!!233#

We note that 22% of respondents with
teaching obligations feel that their workload in
the classroom adversely affects their research
and thesis writing.
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Question 11 - If you do not take part in teaching, would you
like to, and if so, why?
Of the 206 doctoral candidates who said they do not currently participate in teaching,
108 responded to the question: if you do not participate in teaching, would you like
to, and if so, why? The vast majority of respondents indicated that they would like to
participate in teaching primarily for reasons such as gaining new experience,
transferring knowledge to younger colleagues, and because they like the professorial
calling. A significant number of respondents also stated that they would like to
participate in the teaching process because they see it as a way to remain in the
university setting, getting a permanent job and a stable source of income.
Some of the responses were as follows:
I would like to have teaching obligations as it would enable me to gain the necessary
experience in teaching
Yes, because of the nature of my research, as my field is pedagogy research in
practice is very useful.
I would like to the work with students, because I hope that it will be part of my job
description in the future.
Since I work in an industry closely linked to the field of my research I think it can be
useful for postgraduates to have visiting professors who are people who lead
projects from industry and to give them opportunity to talk about the implementation
of theoretical principles.
Yes, I would. Because then the tuitions fees that I am now paying would be waived
and of course also because of the teaching experience.
I would like to have teaching obligations, because I would like to work at the faculty,
and the teaching practice and experience in work with students are required for it.
Yes, of course. I think it helps me improve my skills and prove my research.
I would like to participate in teaching due to the work experience. Also, it is the only
way to be employed at the university.
Yes, it would help me later in finding a university job.
Of course, but I already applied five times and have yet to be accepted. My life
ambition is to be a university professor!
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Doctoral studies / research
Question 12 - How is teaching organized in doctoral
studies?
In response to the question how teaching in
doctoral studies is organized it was possible to
choose more than one answer and / or to provide
a unique answer. From the results is is evident
that teaching is predominately carried out
through consultations with professors (75% of respondents) and though lectures
(55% of respondents). 33% of surveyed doctoral candidates selected both lectures
and consultations. 12 respondents, about 3%, stated that they have neither lectures
nor consultations.
through lectures
246 (55%)
through consultation 336 (75%)
otherwise
12 (3%)

Questions 13 - Are lectures held regularly on doctoral
studies?
No

Yes$
No##

Yes

233#
214$

As in previous years, there is still a trend that teaching /
consultations are held irregularly, which negatively
affects the progress of doctoral studies. This is just one
more factor affecting the length of doctoral studies, which
in Serbia last far longer than the 3 years planned for by
law.

Question 14 - How do you rate the quality of teaching on
doctoral studies?
!

1 - 55
2 - 77
3 - 148
4 - 91
5 - 76
Total
447!

1

2

3

4

Responses were given on a scale of 1 to 5,
where 1 indicates that the quality of teaching is
very high while 5 indicates that the quality of
teaching is very low.
Unfortunately, only 29% of doctoral candidates
are satisfied with the quality of teaching, while
37% are dissatisfied.
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Question 15 - Do you consider the requirement that before
defense of the doctoral thesis you must have one (or more)
of papers published (or accepted for publication) in SCI
journals to be a high criterion?
!
1!#!!!63#
!
2!#!!!67#
!
3!#!119#
!
4!#!!!65#
!
5!#!133#
!!!!!!!!Total!!447#

1

2

3

4

5

Responses were given on a scale of 1 to
5, where 1 indicates that the requirement
is too high while 5 indicates that the
requirement is not high at all. The majority
of doctoral candidates do not consider the
requirement to have one or more papers
published in SCI journals before defense
of doctoral thesis to be a high criterion.
The exception is colleagues from the
humanities and interdisciplinary fields,
while colleagues in medicine,
mathematics, and the natural sciences
rarely considered this criterion high.

Question 16 - How do you assess the interest of teaching
staff in the quality of doctoral studies?
!
1!#!!!53!!(12%)!
!
2!#!!!89!!(20%)!
!
3!#!116!!(26%)!
!
4!#!119!!(27%)!
!
5!#!!!70!!(16%)!
!!!!!!Total!!!!447#
Responses were given on a scale of 1 to 5
where 1 means "very interested" while 5
means "absolutely not interested."
Unfortunately there is still a large number of
doctoral students, about 43%, who think that
instructors in doctoral studies are not
interested in the quality thereof.
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If we compare the last three surveys we can see that, from the viewpoint of doctoral
candidates, the interest of professors is the quality of doctoral studies is worsening.
Survey 2011

Survey 2012/13

Survey 2014

Question 17 - Does you department / faculty / university
organize or support you to attend courses / lectures /
seminars?
Foreign language
Communication skills
Intellectual Property Rights
Methods of scientific research
Ethics in research
IT skills for research
Writing project proposals
None of these

39 (9%)
23 (5%)
39 (9%)
145 (32%)
51 (11%)
55 (12%)
85 (19%)
232 (52%)
Anketa 2014

In the graph below we compared the data
obtained from surveys in 2014 and 2012/13.
As can be seen, there has been no significant
change, and unfortunately more than 50% of
doctoral candidates remain unable to attend
soft skills trainings, which are very important
for pursuing a career outside academia as
most PhD candidates will have to.
Anketa 2012/13
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Question 18 - How do you assess access to scientific
literature?
Very good
Good
Not so good
Poor
No access
Total: 447

69
188
127
54
9

Very good
Poor

Good
No access

Not so good

Question 19 - Do you use KoBSON?
Yes$$ $
$
$
$$374$
No## ##
#
#
####54#
I"do"not"know"what"KoBSON"is"""19#
!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Total!! !!447!

Yes
I don't know what KoBSON is

No

KoBSON is the Serbian library consortium
for coordinated acquisition (http://
kobson.nb.rs/), a new form of organizing the
library of Serbia which aims to optimize
acquisition of foreign scientific information,
transition from paper to electronic editions,
improve access to electronic information,
a n d p r o m o t e o f d o m e s t i c s c i e n t i fi c
publishing.
As can be seen from the graph the vast majority of Serbian doctoral candidates have
used KoBSON for their scientific research. The results obtained in response to this
question are completely identical as in the past two surveys.
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Question 20 - How do you assess the conditions for your
research?
2014

2012/13

Very good
17 (4%)
Good
103 (23%)
Not so good 177 (40%)
Poor
99 (22%)
Very poor
51 (11%)
Total
447
The survey analysis
shows that a relatively
small percentage, only
27% of doctoral
candidates, are satisfied
with the conditions for
their research work,
which is quite worrying.
But what is of even
greater concern is that in
comparison with the
previously analyzed
period 2012/13 it appears
that the conditions for research are worsening.

Question 21 - Do you have a dedicated supervisor?
Yes$$ $$391$$(87%)!
No## ####56##(13%)!
Total&&&&&&&447#

Da

Ne

There is a continuation of the trend that a
number of doctoral candidates enrolled in
doctoral programs don’t have assigned
supervisors. Although the percentage of
those without assigned supervisors is
relatively low, what is worrying is that most
of them are already enrolled in their
second or third year of doctoral studies. In
addition, several respondents who
enrolled in 2008 and 2009 still don’t have
assigned supervisors.
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Question 22 - How regularly do you meet with your
supervisor?
Every day
Once a week
Once a month

Every day
74
2-3 times a week
69
Once a week
51
2-3 times per month
46
Once a month
50
Less than once per month 101
Total
391

2-3 times a week
2-3 times per month
Less than once per month

As in previous years, a trend exists of
doctoral candidates rarely meeting with
their supervisors. What is most alarming
is that the percentage of those who see
their supervisor less than once per
month is more than a quarter of
respondents who have a assigned
supervisor.
The graph below illustrates this trend
since the beginning of our survey in
2010. What we notice is that in years
with a larger sample the results were worst.
2014

2013/12

2011

2010
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Question 23 - Did you have information about the scientific
background of your supervisor before he/she was
assigned to you?
Yes$$ $
No#
#
Other&& &
Total& &&

314$
##66"
&&11"
391$

Yes

No

Other answers

Question 24 - How much does your supervisor support you
in publishing scientific papers?
!
1!#!208$
!
2!#!!!74#
!
3!#!!!50#
!
4!#!!!30#
!
5!#!!!29#
!!!!!!!Total!!!391$

1

2

3

4

5

Responses were given on a scale of 1 to 5,
where 1 means "very supportive” and 5
indicates "not at all supportive”.
Here we can see that the majority of doctoral
candidates had very good support from their
supervisor in their efforts to publish scientific
papers.
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Question 25 - How do you rate your cooperation with your
supervisor?
Excellent
Good
Unsatisfactory

Excellent
180
Very good
91
Good
62
Satisfactorily
41
Unsatisfactorily 17
Total
391

Very good
Satisfactorily

From this question we can see that doctoral
candidates are generally satisfied with the
cooperation and communication with their
supervisors.

Question 26 - To what extent does your supervisor monitor
and participate in the preparation of your doctoral
dissertation?
Optimal
Sufficient
Insufficient
Not at all
Total

136
159
70
26
391

Optimal
Not at all

Sufficient

Insuficient

When asked to what extent their
supervisor follows and participates in
their dissertation work, the vast majority
of doctoral candidates responded that
their supervisor’s involvement is optimal
or sufficient. Yet, almost a quarter of
PhD candidates remain dissatisfied with
the time and attention they get from their supervisors. It is also possible to conclude
from responses to this question that some doctoral candidates still have supervisors
only “on paper”, as 7% of surveyed doctoral candidates indicated that their
supervisor is not supporting them at all in completing their doctoral dissertation.
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Question 27 - How much do you pay for tuition fees
annually?
I do not pay anything
Up to 250 EUR
From 250 to 850 EUR
From 850 to 1700 EUR
Over 1700 EUR
Total

174
43
59
122
49
447

(39%)
(10%)
(13%)
(27%)
(11%)

Question 28 - Do you currently or have you previously
received a scholarship during doctoral studies?
Yes$$ $$152$
No## ##295$
Total&&&&&&447#

Yes

No
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Question 29 - If YES, which one?
The vast majority of doctoral candidates who responded that they are or have been
scholarship recipients received their scholarship from the Ministry of Education,
Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia. Several doctoral
candidates responded that they are receiving scholarship from companies in which
they are employed or the municipality in which they have permanent residence. A
few doctoral candidates responded that they are receiving scholarships from a
foreign foundation or EU project.

Question 30 - Have you ever been abroad?
!
!
!

Yes!! !!165$
No!! !!282#
Total! !447#

Yes

No

Question 31 - If YES, describe what kind of support you
had for this travel
Of the 165 doctoral candidates who responded positively to the previous question,
140 responded to this question as well. It was possible to choose more than one
option in response to this question or to write in a response.
The greatest number, almost 50% of doctoral candidates, traveled abroad with the
support of a scholarship received from foreign government. Around 25% responded
that they had scholarship support for traveling abroad from a domestic or foreign
foundation that supports science. A lesser amount of support was reported from the
Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development and from private
companies. In addition, more than 10% of doctoral candidates say that they selffinanced their trips abroad in connection with their research.
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Question 32 - If you have traveled abroad, which foreign
research institution or university did you visit and for how
long?
We got feedback to this question from 95 doctoral candidates out of the 165 who
travelled abroad for research purposes. While the range of individual responses was
wide, most respondents had traveled to EU countries, and Western European
countries in particular. Following Western Europe, our doctoral candidates travel the
most for the research purpose to countries of the Western Balkans and to the United
States.
Most of the respondents had short stays, up to one week, or stays of one semester.

Question 33 - How do you assess the possibility for you to
participate in study visits abroad, international seminars
and conferences?
Excellent
Good
Moderate
Unsatisfactory
I don’t have opportunities
Total

16
104
149
127
51
447

Excellent
Moderate
I don't have opportunities

Good
Unsatisfactory

From the analysis of this question,
we can conclude that Serbian
doctoral candidates don’t have
enough opportunities for study /
research stays abroad. The key
problem here lies in the weak
financial support for science in
Serbia.

Question 34 - How important do you consider the
possibility of participation in study visits abroad,
international seminars and conferences?
Very important
290 (65%)
Important
136 (30%)
Moderately
13 (3%)
Not so important
6 (1%)
Not important at all
2 (0%)
Total
447
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Question 35 - Have you ever used EURAXESS?
Yes
17
No
142
I don’t know what EURAXESS is 288
Total 447

Yes
No
I don't know what EURAXESS is

Question 36 - Have you ever participated in the application
of domestic research projects?
Yes
Yes
No
Total

No

145 (32%)
302 (68%)
447

Question 37 - Have you ever participated in the application
of international scientific projects?
Yes
No
Total

84 (19%)
363 (81%)
447

Yes

No
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Question 38 - Are you currently or have you ever
participated in European and / or other international
projects?
Yes
No
Total

116 (26%)
331 (74%)
447

Yes

No

Question 39 - Have you published any papers in foreign
conferences / journals to date?
Yes
No
Total

297 (66%)
150 (34%)
447

Yes

No
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Question 40 - If the answer to the previous question was
YES, please highlight the regions to which the conferences
/ journals belong.
As it was possible to choose more than one answer in response to this question, the
percentage shown beside each region indicates the percentage of the total number
of respondents who have published their papers in international conferences /
journals, which is 297 doctoral candidates as is shown in question 39.
From the data presented below it can be seen that in addition to the countries of the
region which generally do not have a language barrier, when publishing scientific
papers Serbian doctoral candidates in almost equally high percentage publish their
papers in the countries of European Economic Community (EEC), and above all in
the countries of so-called Western Europe. It is also evident that our PhD students
often opt for publication of papers at conferences in the countries of the region
beyond the Western Balkans, with one reason being that the cost of participation and
publishing is significantly lower than in the developed countries of the EEC.
Western Balkan (HR, BiH, CG, MK, *KS, AL)
179 (60%)
Regional countries except W. Balkan(GR, TR, BG, RO, HU, SLO) 117 (39%)
EU countries (+ CH, NO, ISL) with the countries of the region
165 (56%)
North America
33 (11%)
South America
3 (1%)
Africa
4 (1%)
Australia and Oceania
0 (0%)
Eastern and Central Asia
15 (5%)
Middle East
7 (2%)
Other countries:
3 (1%)
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Question 41 - If you have published papers at international
conferences indicate the number of papers published.
The average number of papers published at international conferences by surveyed
doctoral candidates is 5.45 per doctoral candidate. Here we have to note that we did
not ask doctoral candidates to provide the references of their published articles, nor
did we ask them about the rank or reputation of the journal / conference in which
they published.

Question 42 - Have you to date published any papers at
national conferences / journals?
Yes
No
Total

351
96
447

Yes

No

Question 43 - If the answer to the previous question was
YES, please indicate the number of papers.
The average number of papers published at national conferences by surveyed
doctoral candidates is 5.69 per doctoral candidate. Here we have to note that we did
not ask doctoral candidates to provide the references of their published articles, nor
were asked them about the rank or reputation of the journal / conference in which
they published.
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Question 44 - Have you to date published any papers in
Open Access journals?
Yes
95
No
238
I don’t know about OA journals 114
Total
447

Yes
I don't know about OA journals

No

Question 45 - If the answer to the previous is NO, please
specify the reason(s).
A relatively small number of respondents answered this question. The most frequent
responses referred to a lack of funds to cover the cost of publication (APC), the
absence of Impact Factor Open Access journals in some scientific fields, and a lack
of training about Open Access publishing.

29

Survey analysis of the state of doctoral studies in Republic of Serbia 2014

Question 46 - What would improve the quality of doctoral
studies?
For this question we offered 9 possible responses and asked doctoral candidates to
rate each answer from 1 (most important) to 5 (least important). In the graph below,
blue represents “most important” while red represents “least important”.
As seen below, "relationship with supervisor," “increase of funding" and "possibilities
for international study visits” are the three most important things that affect the
quality of doctoral studies, according to a majority of doctoral candidates in Serbia.
This result is quite similar to the results of past surveys.
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Ethics in science
Question 47 - How do you evaluate the ethics of your
academic community?
Excellent
Good
Moderately
Poor
Not ethical at all
Total

38
128
168
79
34
447

Excellent
Moderately
Not ethical at all

Good
Poor

Question 48 - Do you consider the organization of
lectures / courses / seminars on ethics in science to be
important?
Very important
Important
Moderately
Not so important
Not important at all
Total

126
236
69
14
2
447

Very important
Moderately
Not important at all

Important
Not so important
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Question 49 - Does your university / faculty / institute have
a code of ethics?
Yes

No

I don't know

Yes
186
No
15
I don’t know 246
Total
447

Question 50 - Do mechanisms exist at your university /
faculty / institute for the prevention of plagiarism and / or
misuse of scientific results?
Yes
114
No
65
I don’t know 268
Total 447

Yes

No

I don't know
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Question 51 - Do you or your university / faculty / institute
use computer programs to detect plagiarism?
Yes
No
I don’t know
Total

45
96
306
447

Yes

No

I don't know

Question 52 - If the answer to the previous question is
YES, please provide the name of computer program(s)
used.
Just a few doctoral candidates knew which computer program is used to detect
plagiarism at their university / faculty / department. Listed programs were:
iThenticate, Ephorus and Plagiarism checker.

Question 53 - Are you familiar with the European Charter
for Researchers and Code of Conduct for the Recruitment
of Researchers?
Yes
24
No
198
I've never heard of 225
Total
447

Yes

No

I've never heard of
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Question 54 - If the answer to the previous question is
YES, do you consider your university / faculty / institute
acts to be in accordance with the European Charter for
Researchers and Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of
Researchers?
12345Total

1 - Yes, fully
5 - Not at all

1
6
4
4
9
24

2

3

4

Answers given on a scale of 1 to
5 where 1 means “Yes, fully" while 5
means "Not at all".
Responses to this question show
that the majority of doctoral candidates
who are familiar with the European
Charter for Researchers and Code of
Conduct for the Recruitment of
Researchers believe that their
institutions do not behave in accordance with the recommendations.

Question 55 -Was it ever suggested that you include the
name of a professor or colleague as coauthor on a paper
of yours that the person did not actually contribute to?
Yes

No
Other
Total

171
271
5
447

Yes

No

Other

From analysis of this question, we can see
that pressure on doctoral candidates to add a
professor or colleague as coauthor on a
paper even though that person did not
participate in the writing of the same is quite
high. A full 36% of respondents said that they
have personally faced this kind of pressure.
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Question 56 - Do you think that the Serbian scientific
community has a problem with the “adding" of authors on
scientific papers?
1 - 209
2 - 122
3 - 86
4 - 25
5- 5
Total 447

1 - Yes, it is huge problem
3
5 - does not exist

2
4

Answers were given on a scale of 1 to
5, where 1 indicates "yes it is huge
problem" while 5 means the problem
“does not exist”. Analysis of responses
to this question leads to the alarming
conclusion that almost 75% of doctoral
candidates think the Serbian scientific
community has a serious problem with
the “adding" of authors onto scientific
papers, while only 7% believe that such
a problem does not exists.

Question 57 - Do you think that there is a problem within
the Serbian scientific community with publishing in
predatory scientific journals?
1 - 133
2 - 126
3 - 162
4 - 21
5- 5
Total 447

1 - Yes, it is huge problem
3
5 - does not exist

2
4

Answers given on a scale of 1 to 5, where
1 indicates "yes it is huge problem" while
5 means the problem “does not exist."
Analysis of this question again reveals
exceptionally alarming data which shows
that over 58% of doctoral candidates
t h i n k t h a t t h e S e r b i a n s c i e n t i fi c
community has a serious problem with
publishing in predatory journals. Only 6%
of respondents think that such a problem
does not exists.
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University life
Question 58 - How do you rate your awareness of the
possible scholarships and exchanges offered by your
university?
Excellent
Good
Moderately
Poor
I am not aware at all
Total

20
107
198
88
34
447

Excellent
Moderately
I am not aware at all

Good
Poor

Question 59 - In what way do you think that information
about such opportunities could be improved?
This question was answered by 71 respondents. Most proposals were related to
improving the visibility of information via the faculty / university website and through
the creation of mailing lists just for doctoral students through which information
relevant to doctoral candidates will be distributed. Suggestions were also made to
include student support offices such as the student service, office for international
cooperation, and others in making information more readily available.
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Question 60 - How do you rate your awareness of the legal
and university regulations related to the status and
activities of doctoral candidates and post-doctoral
studies?
Very good
Good
Moderately
Poor
I am not informed at all
Total

26
87
203
92
39
447

Very good
Moderately
I am not informed at all

Good
Poor

Question 61 - Do you consider participation in university
life to be important?
1 - 165
2 - 120
3 - 128
4 - 27
5- 7
Total 447

very important
5 - not important at all

2

3

4

Answers were given on a scale
of 1 to 5 where 1 means "very
important" while 5 means "not
at all important."
As depicted in the graph, the
vast majority of doctoral
candidates consider
participation in university life to
be important.
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Question 62 - Are you interested to participate in university
life and if so, in what way?
This question was answered by less than 10% of respondents, who mostly gave
similar answers. In place of commentary we will quote one of the responses that best
describes the current situation and also reflects most of the other answers.
In general, the answer would be that I am very much interested to participate in
university life, but obstacles arise when you think about free time after the fulfillment
of all obligations, and come to the conclusion that the free time that I have is not
enough as I would like to have for those activities.
I think that first of all we should participate and give our own example through
workshops and forums related to research, sharing information, concepts, methods,
and experience.
Young researchers are foremost insufficiently informed. And they should be given the
opportunity to become informed but it should also be explained to them why it is
important for them and their work to be active in university life.

Career
Question 63 - Do you have an employment contract with
the scientific institution where you are attending doctoral
studies and / or conducting research?
Yes
No
Total

213
234
447

Yes

No
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Question 64 - Where would you like to continue your
career after the completion of doctoral studies?
In academia (university/research institute) 370 (85%)
In public administration
5 (1%)
In industry
33 (8%)
In the NGO sector
6 (1%)
As an entrepreneur
20 ( 5%)
Total 434

Analysis of this question clearly shows that the vast majority, over 85% of Serbian
doctoral candidates, want to pursue a career in academia at a university or research
institute. These results are identical to those of the 2012/13 survey and are also
aligned with the results of a survey conducted by Eurodoc on a sample of over
14,000 doctoral students and young researchers in 12 countries of the European
Union.

Question 65 - How do you assess the possibility for
employment in Serbia after defending you doctoral thesis?
Excellent
24
Very good
38
Good
105
Poor
231
Not existing 49
Total 447

Excellent
Poor

Very good
Not existing

Good

Analysis of this question leads to the
devastating conclusion that 60% of
respondents believe that they will not
be able to find employment in Serbia
after completing their doctoral studies.
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Question 66 - How do you assess the prospects for young
scientists in Serbia?
Excellent
Very good
Good
Poor
Nonexistent
Total

1
3
85
272
86
447

Excellent
Poor

Very good
Nonexistent

Good

Analysis of responses to the question
about the prospects for young
scientists in Serbia leads to very
disturbing data showing that more
than 80% of young scientists in Serbia
believe that their prospects are poor or
that there are no prospects for them at
all in Serbia.

Question 67 - Are you planning to leave Serbia?
Yes, I will leave Serbia for sure
Yes, I will probably leave Serbia
I don’t know
I don’t think that I will leave Serbia
I will definitely not leave Serbia
Total

29 (6%)
109 (24%)
177 (40%)
109 (24%)
23 (5%)
447
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Question 68 - If YES, please indicate your reason(s) for
leaving Serbia.
Almost all respondents who said they would definitely or probably leave Serbia
responded to this question. As reasons for leaving Serbia they named nepotism,
corruption, and lack of employment opportunities upon completion of doctoral studies
above all else. In addition to these factors respondents also named the continuation
of further research and the non-existence of adequate conditions for such research
in Serbia (referring primarily to the lack of adequate equipment and qualified
personnel). Also named are financial issues, since even with employment at the
institution at which they wish to work many respondents are not able to support
themselves and start a family give their low incomes.
Below we quote some of the responses:
Nepotism at all levels, both in public administration and in the scientific community
I am not the child of a university professor and I don’t have the “connections” to stay
at the faculty, the same goes for scientific institutes
Financial (salary 330 EUR) with a full teaching load.
Insecurity and corruption in all aspects of social life (work, health care ...).
I am dissatisfied with the conditions for carrying out research, I am dissatisfied with
my financial status. Nepotism is very pronounced at the university.
After defending my doctoral thesis, which is expected to happen this semester, I will
be appointed as assistant professor at the department where I now work as a
teaching assistant. The work that I do now is quite demanding and time-consuming.
The position of assistant professor is no less demanding, on the contrary, but it is
better paid. This salary increase will pull my family of three from the edge of poverty
where we are now. I think that's really miserable and we, when my husband and I
defend our doctoral theses, will try to go abroad.
The inability to find adequate employment as a result of the effect of political
influence and all other forms of corruption in all segments of the public sector
There is no equipment or financial resources or scientific research
Because of “negative selection”, corruption, nepotism ... I would never leave the
country because of the financial situation and neither would most of my colleagues.
What the problem is, and what bothers most people, are those things that require
only good will and not money or infrastructure.
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Question 69 - In your opinion, which foreign country(s)
offer the best prospects for young scientists and why?
The vast majority of respondents to this question think that the best prospects for
young scientists are offered by Western European countries, primarily Germany,
Switzerland, Norway and the other Nordic countries followed by the Benelux
countries, the United Kingdom and France. Non-European countries that offer good
prospects to young scientists in the opinion of Serbian doctoral candidates are: the
United States, Canada, Australia and Japan.
Common to almost all responses from Serbian doctoral candidates is that they think
that these states offer a well-organized system and provide better living conditions
and better conditions for further academic and scientific advancement because they
invest far more resources in science. Finally, a large number of respondents said
that they believe these are states which can provide social and other forms of
security absent in Serbia.

——

The last three questions in the section "your observations / questions" asked Serbian
doctoral candidates if they think we should focus on some question more or if they
think that we did not address some important issues. We also asked if they would
like to receive the results of the survey and to provide their contact email for future
communication.
As these final three questions are not of importance for the results of this survey we
have not included them in the analysis. But we did receive some good proposals for
modifying the survey for the next year, and 80% of respondents asked us to send
them the results of this survey.
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